Isomerization of the UL region of varicella-zoster virus DNA.
Varicella-zoster virus (VZV) DNA exists principally as two isomers. Despite the presence of inverted repeats bounding the long sequence region, the unique long sequence, UL, is found in one (prototype) orientation in 95-98% of VZV DNA molecules and in the inverted orientation in only 2-5% of the molecules. In searching for an explanation for this disparity, we superinfected VZV-infected cells with herpes simplex virus type 1 or pseudorabies virus. Neither superinfecting virus produced a measurable change in the frequency of isomerization of the VZV DNA long sequence region.